


safety.” FOP 35 suggested to the County that the discussions be audio and video taped, but the
County declined.

During talks, FOP 35 raised the issue of cost and expressed concern that funds not be
diverted from other public and safety projects such as cage cars and life-saving Tasers (non-lethal
weapons available to some officers for use as appropriate in lieu of lethal firearms). We also
expressed concern that funds be used for life-saving Automated External Defibrillators in all
police vehicles.

FOP 35 has been consistent in expressing its concerns to the County about public and
officer privacy, (particularly as relate to the audio portion of the system vis a vis Maryland law)
the potential for misuse of audio and video, the rights of owners of and those present upon private
property, and extensive government surveillance of taxpayers.

After detailed negotiations, the parties were in near total agreement with only a few issues
separating us. Those issues were submitted to binding arbitration and an award was issued in
favor of the County.

FOP 35 accepts the award with the exception of the single issue of audio taping under
certain circumstances. It appears to us that this single provision violates Maryland law and would
violate the rights of citizens, witnesses, crime victims, as well as County employees. Accordingly,
we have appealed that single provision to the circuit court. We have not challenged any
provision requiring videotaping.

The court appeal does not delay or stall the program in any way.
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